Gold Mountain Water Quality

2023 Consumer Confidence Report (CCR)
The California (CA) Water Board requires that your District, Gold Mountain Community Services District (GMCSD), provide the attached Consumer Confidence Report (“CCR”) annually. The purpose of the CCR is to help keep the public informed about their drinking water, including where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to Federal Environmental Protection Agency and State standards. 
While the language in the CCR is crafted by the CA Water Board to be “understandable,” it can be confusing due to the technical terms and inspection schedules. All of the acronyms and terms used in the report and in CCR  Tables 1- 7 are defined on page 1. The reader should familiarize themselves with these definitions to better understand the information reported. 
This report provides a snapshot of the quality of the water that we provided this past year, as well as significant results, as required by the state, over the past nine (years). The GMCSD is fortunate to have an excellent water source from deep granite wells. Such a water supply is not prone to contamination as are surface or imported water sources relied on by other communities. Due to the purity of our water, we are not currently required to “treat” the water for any contamination. To preserve this purity, we follow strict and regular testing protocols for our wells and for our distribution system. 
California requires routine testing for over 140 different contaminants at various intervals on schedules dictated by the state and Federal governments. We also take “Special Samples” when there is an event such as a breach of the system by pipe breakage, system improvement construction, loss of system pressure, etc. The GMCSD contracts with a state certified lab for all testing. 

State law requires the GMCSD to list all contaminants that have been detected within the last 9 years which are above the Detection Level for Reporting (DLR). Just because a contaminant is detected does not mean there is a health hazard. Well water naturally includes many naturally occurring minerals and “contaminants” that pose little or no health risk. To determine if a health hazard exists, the level detected must be compared to the Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) specified by the state. Additionally, the state classifies contaminant standards as “primary” and “secondary” with a MCL assigned to each. Primary standards reflect potential health risks, while secondary standards relate to drinking water aesthetics including taste, odor, or appearance. 
CCR Table 1 reports on the presence of any coliform bacteria in our water system. Due to the dangers of bacteria pathogens in drinking water, the state requires these tests on a monthly basis - our most frequent routine sampling. Any positive test result would trigger immediate follow up action on the part of the GMCSD. In 2020, the District did not have any positive bacteriological test results. 

CCR Table 2 reports on the presence of lead and copper - two of the most common and dangerous contaminants found in drinking water. Lead and copper are typically the result of older water pipes in homes and businesses which do not present a major problem in our District. All system distribution pipes except for some valves are non-metallic and pose little threat of lead and copper contamination. GMCSD tests for lead and copper on a three-year schedule, drawing a selection of samples from random individual residences throughout the district. 
CCR Table 3 reports on levels of sodium (salts) and the general hardness of our water. This information is derived directly from well test data.
CCR Tables 4, 5, and 6 report on Primary and Secondary Standards and Unregulated Contaminants. As the GMCSD draws water from three different wells, rather than reporting on a system wide basis, we provide testing results for each specific well as attachments to the report. 
Prior to being brought online, the state requires an initial series of tests for each well to determine the presence of naturally occurring elements in the water. Based on the results of this baseline testing, the state specifies a follow-on testing regime. The state may modify these regimes based on later test results or for new threats encountered. For example, California was the first state to require testing for Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), a group of man-made chemicals now known to present serious health risks. These test requirements were added to each of our wells in 2017. 
Depending on the specific well and the standard being tested, our wells are typically on 3-, 6-, and 9-year testing schedules. For example, older Wells 17 and 29 and 33 were tested in 2014, 2017, and 2021 depending on the standard and contaminant. Well 37 which is currently our newest producing well, is on a slightly more accelerated schedule until we establish a stronger baseline. The attachments at the end of the report provide the required 9-year testing history for each of our producing wells.
I am happy to report that the GMCSD was violation free in 2023.

If you have any questions, please contact me at the GMCSD Office, (530) 832-5945.

Thank You, 

Skyler Allingham,

General Manager, Gold Mountain Community Services District. 
