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Background

Since the Navernber 2002 wildfire on A^-15 CcLd b,la$Btain residents and properly

owners have worked to provide a minimum level of fire protaction and suppression

despite not having eontroi of the GoId Mou:rtai* Comr,aunity Seri'ices Distrist (CSD)'

Much of this work has been snder the auspices of the Goi<i Mountain Homeowners

Associatioa {tiOA).

The follora'ing activities have taken place:

Devetropnent ead adopticn cf an initial fire pr*tection asd preventicn plan

and implementationcf many of its recommeadatioas-

initiation and fosteririg of a positive reiationship with the Portoia Yolunteer

Fire Departnent and participation in many of their activities.

Purchase of a sllp-on pirmp for the HOA truek for imrnediate response to

smal1 fues as s,e,11 as purchase of two defibrillators and radios-

Training ofresidents in use ofthe strip-onpump and defibriliators.

Establishment of an emeigency telephcne ale$ systein tc be activated as

needed.
6. Initiation of a hazardous fuei reduction progr?fil on 125 acres cf HOA

common axea.

? . Support of a voluntarJ' fue1 reduction program by individual properry owners'

8. Suseessful praewsmeff of a Federaliy-nrnderi fuel reduetion grant to protect

the Goid Mountain commimity's southem borCer'
g. Initial steps taken by the CSD leading to adoption of a fon,ral Hazardous Fuel

Redustlsn GiFR) srdinance.

Since inception of Gold Morintain in 1996 f'ue protection activities trave been fi:nded by

the Distript's water and" sewff assessments and eharges. Frsnr 1997 thraugh June 30,

2006, $113,83? will have beea spent onthe District's agreement'r.rith the Ciry of Fortola.

The Disfict's Board of, Directors is ara'are that this use of water and sewer assessments

and charges is contrary tc the requirements oiCaiifornia Proposition 2i8. The Eoard

policy is io conform with the lau,by raising funds through adoption of a Special Fire Tax

pursuant to Govemment Code Ssetion 50075 et seq. at the earliesi pcssible date'

At this time the District does not receive a share of the property tax generated 'within

Distiet baundaries. J'he assessed rralue of propert-y- wiJhin Golo Mountain produces

't
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$1"000,000 ira tex lev€flue. As a post-Froposition i3 gcvemmental agency the District

does not aut+maticall,v leceive a s-hasq of tlie prr,per$ taa= The opportuaity tallreg+tizte a'

sha::e existed wben tlee Sistrict wa-s foffiled, Lr* the pades involved ie'g' the Developer

and the Plumas couuf Board of superviscrs) agreed that there would be ac tax

eKehange.
The Plinas County Board of Supervisors' policy is to aegotiate for traasfer of a share of

the properlry tax intrement {asseised value io*r***t in the fuiure} up tc seven percent of

the boung;ls share. This rvould !$egg thpt if G*1d lr4eruntain's assess*d value insreased

by $5,000,000 next 1,ear, the Di$rict rvould be etigibla ta receive about S1,050 annually.

!io**r,*r,'revgral signrfisal* esnditions wou-Xd need to be mei for eligibfitv: {1) thae

would. need ta be a lhange in jurisdictional resprnsibility fcr fire, i, e- an annexaiion oi
Gold Mountain to an exiiting hire Distric4 and {2) a shos'r cf si:ppori for fre protection

by properll- ownsrs in the form of a wiiiingness io assess themseives ior fire protection.

P;op"riy tax shariag reprsse*ts an imporAnt but longer ternn opporiuaity for revenue'

Henee, since .*l0"o* is needed immediateiy and passage of a qpeciai tax measure could

help ia ultimatoly reeeivr-ng a portion of the prope'rty ta:i, the B*ard has determined to

pfu"* the special ta:r question bifore the voters *foo reside withi:l the District in Juiy.

Reasons for the Special Fire Ta:i

properties withi$ the Gold Mpuntai:: Comnrinif Service Disrict cunently receive fire

prolction and suppressioa frsm &e Portola Volunteei Fire Departurent. Sin* inception

of tU. Disnict ;o igge fue protection has been provided under contract- The cutrenl

cotrtract has a base charge of $5,0S$ aad a variable charge based on five cents per

thousand on assessed valuation for improvements. It is anticipated ihat the total cosl of

the eoafraei in 2005-?S06 wilt be $25,000. Fleietofore, fi:nds for fue protection have

been taken frorn the waterlsewer budget which is a violatioa of Proposition 218' Funds

raised and collected for utilitv purposes mu-st be used for those specifi+ purposes, not

general activities such as policeend fire proieotiern. Iu additiotr, rn:hen the Distriet laas

Iormed in the post-Proposition 13 era, it was determined that ao propertv tax would come

to the Dishict. The Dishlct presentlS has nc legal sowce of reveff]e'

Lew of the Sneciai Fire Tat

A Special Tax will be levied on 44? parcels lccated v,'ithi* the Dishict aad eollected each

Fiscal Year, commencing in Fiscal Year 20S6-0? in the aEnounts set forth in this report'

A11 of the real properiy-in the District, unless exempted by law ar b,v the provisions

hereof, shall be t**a foo A* purposes: to'*e extent *A io the macner herein proYided.

Uses to Whicb Spepial Tax Funds Will tro Fut

The portola contract expiies December 31, 2$S6. Discassions have begun to rene'w or

exteud the contracL In addition, discussions have commenced ti,'ith the Eastern Fiumas

Ruratr Fire Protection District whi*h is adjacent to the Gold Mountain Community. The

Plumas Counry* Board of supewisors and the count-v Locai Asencl Fonaation

Commission encograge consohdation of small fue protection m;ts- Futr:re jr:risdictional
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and contractual aligaments for Gold Mor.rniain are nct hoirryr at this time, but needs are

ciearl3'there.

Outside of the minor equipnaent and tlree parcels of laad designated for pubiic use, the

Diskist has n+ firc protectasu asscte. ]rl qsse:rce, the District starts ftam scratch.

The Speciai Tax in'iii be used to fi.nance operatiaas and facili{ies nscessary for the

provision of fire protectioa aaei .suppressior: sen'ites as desc:ibed belo-l.v.

Operations

The fust area ofneed is to collect fuads f+r operations eitler br' establishing the District's
own fire protection progra:n, developing a relaticnship rn'ith anothe.r district or continuing
the eurrent agreeiaent 'vriih Poiloia ai a cost of $25.S00 per year. Operational cos'rs

include but are not limited to personael, insurance, suppiies, equipaent and facilitl'
maintenance. It is impractical for the District to take resp*asibiliry for its own fire
protection because of the part time naare of ttie eomn-*nitv and age af its resideats. It is
promature to determine the cost of sen'ice if the Distnct were tc annex to Easlem Fiumas.

The oniy operatioaal number that oan be relied upon is the currsnt cost of the Portola

contract-$25,00*.

Adminisuatiog

Currently, the water and sewer charges subsidize fire adminishation activities. These

include offrce spaees equipment, supphes, telephoaes, eompulers arrd the like. These

expendih:res totel approrimatei,v* $i0,00il present$. The fi.re budget should bear 50
percent of that cost, or $5,000.

Hazardous Fuel Reduction Proeram

The Board anticipates the Hazardous Fuel Reduetion Program iOrdinance No. ?006-01)
will be in place b,v Juiy 1, 2006" The Special Tax rn'ill be used to pay for services
-^^--.1-^l a^ :--l^-^-+ +L^ ^-J:-^-^^ :-^1..J;*- L,* -^+ li*l+^J t^ +L^ f,'ll^"';-^'rtrquucu LU L-tlqJlErlrctll tllg ultt-ul4l.R,g. l.trl,jLru1llE uullllrt u]rljLr.u tr-, uu rurruYYurs.

--technical assistance &om fue experts including a ceriified folester;
--nublicahcn and distribution of edusatioaal lnatetials; and

--fund advances to rornplete fuel reiluction on prcperties that do not
comply.

It is estimated that $i5,000 is necessary ta start the program and that fund requirements
w-i1l grow overtime.

Equipment

Based on discussions r+'ith professional fueflghters aad curreat practices il the Piumas

County area t*'o tg'.es of,equipneni are needed in the near iiNllse. The fust is for a four-
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rnheel drive quick atzckvehicle. The ia,ildfire &reat tc Goid }viountain is substantial' In

addition to problematic areas within Gold Moiurtain, there ale untreated areas on its

borders. This type of veldcle can access mucb cf Gold Mountain very quickly and can be

maa:red by residents an#or employees as well as nearby Fire Department persornel' A

new veirieie would co$t $8$,00b to $SC,OOO; used vebicies are aiso available at a lower

cost. Thls vehicle is necessary regardless of futwe contractual arrangements'

Tlre seoo-nd n€pessar} vehicle is a mobiie teter traaspofratinn vehicle or i:rater tender'

C;tC hrfo*tuio lects fire hyiiraats in alt but tlae con:merciai portion of the corunin'rity'

Designated draftrng pcnds are iffiated nrar.4,-15, iea.,'ing the sclthelc p*rtion unsupplied

rnith-quantities oiwater. This type of vehicle wculd provide a read-l-, mobile water

$lpply in the neat term. Liltia;ery, ',l'ater systll^lT?rovements a:e likely to be

necessar),. The more sophisticated vehicles cost $18S,00C. Used eguipmerit is also

availabls at a much lower cost.

speeial Tures may be ussd ta finance the acguisition o-f fire proteetio:r and sup. pression

eiuipment, including but not limited to four wheel drive vehicles, mobile water

fansportation veiiieles an#or ra'ater tenders. A toiai ai $i5,000 has been budgeted for

this purpose.

FasiiitiEs

The original plan for fire protection ai Gold Mountain envisioned a fue siation t* be

i**r"i t,u iUe $1,0[t0 water. e{'na€*tioil charge. Ba.$sd oa 80 cuffeni cs8qecJions,

$g0,000 sll*A be availabie but funds have beea divelted to more immediate neeris in tbe

r*,ater/sewer area. Only $30,000 remains in the reserve frrnd. The District has

preiiminarypiansioiamuiti.purposefacilit,vincoqirirrctionwithtneHoAto
accom:nodate maintenanc€ aetivilies-. These plans have been put on hcki because of

more immediate needs of the water/sewer systems. Additionally, dependiog upon which

deparhnent Gold b{ountain aligns itself wiih the size, nature, configuration and location

of a facfity couid change. It ii prudent to begin to accumrilate funds for constn'rction or

lease of The District's'onn facifty o, u ,ooiribution to improved fhciiiiil of agencies

witb which the District may contaet or to .n&ich it may allnex. The budget contaias

$10,000.

lncidentais

The remaining portion of the budget contains fi:nds to pay the Cc';nty for administering

the ta:< coliection process, election administration, potential delinquencies and other

i*eicientals- The budgei ineiudes $3,5?0 ftrr this puposs-
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Annual Budget S',xnmary

The District estisrates that &e budget far Fiscai Year 2005-0? for fire protection and

suppfession wiii be as foliows. Tnis is oniy an estimate based upon ihe Diskict's cuirent

infanriatioa. The budget may change as additional and updated infoi-matioa is received'

Hazardaus fuei reriuetio$ Pro$am $i5,000

Cperations

A l*:-:-*^+:^*nu4lunu4ttuu

Ea,uipment

n^ -llir,f auurry

lncidentals

$25,000

t 4Rnn

$15,000

d'1 l"i finn
,$ r vr\J\Jv

$ 3,570

A-i:nual Total $73,570

Rate and Method of Apoortion:nent of Speciai Taxes

The Special Tax is appoitioned according to current land use, poteritial use permitterl

under ixisting zoning, exposffe tc structurai fues, r,r.ild fires and medicai emergencies

and other fue-reiated protection variabies.

Most parcels in the Disfrict are designated for single family resideniial use' Tlrere are a

srnrr..ins nrrmher nf, imnrnved riarcels rn tbe form of' singie famiir' residences hul the
"- "^^f-

majorrty of parcels r**aio urfuriprsved- Ta:i apportionment Ci$ers bet*'een r.rnicnprcved

and improved parcels. The tax schedule is below'

1, Unimproved parcels: I-IPE (Unimproved parcel equivalent)

2. Improved parcel: IPE (knproved parcel equivalent)

Unimproved parcels: one IIPE : $l4S
Single residentiai parcel = one ilFE (Si40)

Non residential parcel: trvc UPE ($280)

Special use parcel = o{ro Ut'E ($140)

In-rproved parcels: one IPE: $210
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Nakoma Rescrt facilig': ten iPE i$21S0)
Single residential par+el: a::_a LPE {$Z: A;

Condcmiaii,:nis, tineshares, multiple residential par*eis: one LpE per unit
($2i0)
Dragon Goif alrd mainteaaace faeiiiiies: fir'e IFE ($i,*5Ci
Gold Mountain Homeoll,ters Association corruson area: tbree lFE ($630)
Coslrnercial: nvo IPE pel unit {$420}

Anportiaament Cits goriesDefi nitions

Unimproved sarsels er*'rhose.*'bich Co not have strueHres.

irrproved parcels are ihcse q'hich have sfi:actures.

Singie resitientiai par_ceis are tbose r+'irich are riesignaied by ihe Fir:rnas Couniy zoning
code for one primary home plus an adjacent guest house

Non-xesidenliai unimpraved parcels have no stnr+tnrss i-neiude the praposed nine-hsle
golf sourse, recreation-open ryace acteage, c+mmercially-zoned land and other
r:ndevelcped parcels laigei than six acies.

Spec.ial use parsels include Gold Mourtain Foundation iots, tle WiaCsong leach field, tle
Weil 17 site, stable pareels, CSD-o-qtred pareels and .qeveial oib_er parceis ugder six acres.

Multiple residential uses iaclude condomfuiums, timesha:e facilities, hotels, motels and

o-ther residential uses greator than one liv:ing us-it per parpel.

Nakoma Besort facility is the existing commercial faciiiry ra&ich inciudes restauran! spa

and solf c.1r-iL'horse uses.

Dragon Goif Cowse i:rcludes aa 18-hcie cource u'ith t*,'c restrccm-s and tw-o maiutenalce
structures"

Goid Mountain Homeowners Association cosrflio+ area includes appiorimatei -v 125

aeres of lald used ft,r hiki::,g trails a:d provrde aes.thetic amenities for the cornmuni$.

Commersial use refers tc those parcels zoned tbr comnercial uses except far the existing
Nalioma F-esort facilit"..

This report has been prepared by Jobn Sharv Consrilting (Califoinia iicense# Si0il7) and

George Siprl Associates (Dr. George A. Sipel, ot'ner),

i.dha Shaw



ARGT]MENT IN FAVOR OF MEASURF', *4"
GOLD MOUNTAIN

COMMUNTTY SERVICES DISTRICT

ADOPT A SPECIAL TAX FOR FIRE PROTECTION
AND PREVENTION, RESCUE SER\.ICESO ANI)

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SER\ICES

The undersigned recommend a "Yes" vote to adopt a special tax for fire protection and

prevention, rescue services, and emergency medical services.

Properties within the Gold Mountain Community Services District currently receive fire
protection and suppression from the Portola Volunteer Fire Department. Since the
inception of the District in 1996 fire protection has been provided under contract. It is
anticipated that the current contract in2006-2007 will be $25,000.

Heretofore, funds for fire protection have been taken from the water/sewer budget which
is in violation of Proposition 218. Funds raised and collected for utility purposes must be

used for those specific purposes, not general activities such as flre protection. In
addition, when the District was formed in the post-Proposition 13 era, it was determined

that no property tax would come to the District. The District presently has no
legal source of revenue. The District policy is to conform with the law by raising funds
through the adoption of this special fire tax at the earliest possible date.

The proceeds from this special fire tax will be used to continue contracted fire protection;

the acquisition of fire suppression equipment such as a mobile water tender, initial
accumulation of funds for our own facility or expansion of an existing fire agency's
facilitg administration of a hazardous fuel reduction program; and to fund incidental and

administrative expenses of the Distnct.

The proposed special fire tax on improved and unimproved properties will result in a
modest initial budget of less than $74,000 per year. It will bring us into Proposition 218

compliance.

For the above reasons, a favorable vote to adopt a special fire tax is wged.

lsl Clive Rees

lsl Gail Mc Grath

lsl Craig W. Simmons

lsl JackZygner

lsl George A. Sipei



Gold Mountain Communify Services District

RESOLUTION No. 2A06-15

A RESOLUTION PROPOSING Tffi, ADOPTION OF A SPECIAL TAX AND
REQUESTING THE BOARD OF SUPERVISIORS TO DIRECT THF"PLT]MAS
COUNTY CLERK TO AUTHORIZE THE GOLD MOTINTAIN COMMUMTY
SER}TCES DISTRICT TO CONDUCT AN ALL MAILED BALLOT ELECTION

RESOLVED, by the Board of Directors of the Gold Mountain Community Services

District that:

WHEREAS, Gold Mountain Community Services District was formed for the purpose of
providing fire protection and prevention for its citizens,

WHEREAS, California Health and Safety Code 13862 gives fire districts the power to
provide fire protection services, rescue services, emergency medical services, ambulance

services, and any other relating to the protection of lives and property;

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Gold Morintain Community Services District
has determined that the present and anticipated revenues of the District are insufficient to
fund a safe level of fire protection services;

WHEREAS, California Health and Safety Code 13911 authorizes a fire protection district
to levy a voter-approved special tax pwsuant to Government Code 50077, which requires
an election and approval by two{hirds of the voters voting;

WHEREAS, the cost of conducting an election through the office of the County Clerk
would use revenues that are currently needed to fund normal operating expenses of the
District;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS:

1. The Directors of Gold Mountain Community Services District propose that a
special tax be submitted to voters of the District as follows:
"Shall the Gold Mountain Community Services District be authorized to adopt a
special tax for fire protection and prevention, rescue services, and emergency
medical services which shall be levied as follows:

Unimproved parcels:

Single residential parcel: $140
Non residential parcel : $280
Special use parcel: $140

Nakoma Resort facility : $2100
Single family parcel: $210

Improved parcels:



Condominiums, timeshares, multiple
residential development and hotels/motels :
$210 per unit
Dragon Golf and maintenance facilities:
$1050
Gold Mtn Homeowners Association
common area: $630
Commercial :9420 per unit

The proceeds from such tax shall be used solely for the purpose authorized by laws
governing the Gold Mountain Community Services District. The tax shall be subject to
annual cost of living increases of 2o/o which increase shall begin July 1, 2007 andwill be

effective with the fiscal year 2AA6-2AA7 and collected in the same manner as Plumas
County properfy taxes with the special tax proceeds to be deposited into a special

account."

2. The provision governing the levy of special taxes specified in the question set

forth in Section 1 are set forth in Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated
herein by reference.

3. The Board of Directors of the Gold Mountain Community Services District
requests that the Plumas County Board of Supervisors direct the Plumas County

Clerk, pursuant to Election Code Section 10518, to authorize the Gold Mountain
Community Services District to conduct a Special A11 Mailed Ballot Election on

July 18,2046.

4. The ballots to be used at the election shall be in form and content as required by
1aw.

5. In all particuiars not recited in this resolution, the election shall be conducted and

held as provided by law for holding special district elections.

6. Notice of the time of the election is given and the Secretary of the Board of
Directors is authorized, instructed and directed to give further or additional notice

of the election, in time, form and manner as required by law.

The foregoing Resolution was duly passed and adopted by the Board of Directors of the

Gold Mountain Community Services District at a Regular Meeting of said Board on

Saturday, March 11th, 2006 by the following vote:

AYES: McGrath, Simmons, Zygner,Erickson,Callaghan
NOES:
ABSENT:

oh GailMcGrath o/s George A. Sipel

Gail McGrath, President Attest: George A. Sipel, Secretary
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: . GQAD MOUNTAIN:COMMUNITY

SEBVICES DISTHICT, Special Fhe Tax Eledion
Juty 18,2006

The 
.Gold..lr4ountiin Community Services .

utslnct wiil receive Arguments For and
Against the Special Fire Tax beoinnino

I1,9 ?9:20ffi.*d endins Aprit 10, 2006 ai

: l:T {Suments shail be no more than 300
wor0s. tne submittal period for Bebuttals to
Iq'lments For and Against begins April 11,

fl9-lo ends Apiit-21, zoo"o at 5 p.m.

iuffl?l3:"*ts 
sharrbe no mo,e ihan

Arguments shall be submitted in oerson to

ll,g. .c.oro... 
uot{iin Community tilil;

ut$nct office, i50 pacitic (#g), portola, CA
96.122- ormaited to post oircS dfi, 'cti;;
CA 96106. All arguments shall contain no
more than five (5) signatures. tntormition
r-rj_?ldilS the etection may be obrained by
cofltacting George Sipel at gg2_5945.
eeorge A. Sipel
Secretary

PqblishedPR',.,: ..,- .,
Marct 29,2006 '
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Gor-o Mourutntru Corrnuurutrv Senvlcrs DtstRlct

SPECIAL ELECTION - JULY 17,2006

OFFICIAL BALLOT

Pluuns Cout tw, CnltroRrun

GOLD MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

MEASURE":'

"Shall this measure be approved by a two-thirds vote of the electorate residing in

the District a special tax for the sole purposes of funding the services of five

protection and prevention, emergency medicatresponse, and hazardous material

emergency response, for the benefit of the property owners within this district of:

.- $tiO for each unimproved residential parcel

. $210 for each single family residence including condominium, time share,

motel/hotel, and all multipie dwelling units per dwelling unit

. $140 for each specialuse parcel (leach fields, well site[s], storage tank[s],

and Gold Mountain Foundation parcels)

. $2,110 forthe Nakoma Resort Facility

. $630 for the Dragon Golf Course and the Homeowners Association

common area ownershiP
. $280 for each undeveloped, non-residential parcel (those larger than 16

acres and the 9-hole golf course), commercial parcels, and Gold

Mountain Ranch recreation-open space parcel

. $1,050 for each developed commercial unit

. $210 for the Gold Mountain maintenance facility

The tax will commence in the fiscal year starting July 1, 2006, and will be

collected and apportioned along with the county property taxes. This parcel tax

schedule shall be subject to an annual cost of living increase of 2% consistent

with the provisions of Article 13 a of the California Constitution, which increase

shall begin July 1 ,2007 . The District's appropriations limit (spending limit) under



California Constitution Article XlllB is to be raised by the amount of the annual
proceeds of this tax."
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CERTIFICATEoFT}IEGOLDMOLINTAINCOMMLTNITYSERVICESDISTRICT
RESULTS OF

T}IE SPECIAL FIRE TAX ELECTION
HELD ON ruLY 18,2006

[, George A. Sipel, Secretary of said District, do hereby c1{ify the results of the Gold

Mountain Community S"-i""t District election held on July 18, 2006 as follows:

TOTAL VOTES CAST 58

YES VOTES 55

NO VOTES O

REJECTED VOTES 2

BLANKVOTES 1

REGISTERED VOTERS 62

VOTES CAST 58

VOTER TURNOUT 93.5%

Witness My Hand This 19ft Day of July,2006

Secretary
Gold Mountain Community Services District


